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the war in 1709. He was still hopeful that the
French were so demoralized that one more battle
would bring them to their knees. This was
the mood in which at the beginning of June he
entered upon the campaign.

Not only the unsuccessful peace negotiations,
but a combination of other circumstances, delayed
the opening of the campaign of 1709. The frosty
winter had been followed by a cold spring which
restricted the forage. Heavy rains washed away
the roads. The previous campaign had continued
unusually late and a respite of six months was
needed to collect new mercenaries. Had Marl-
borough been able to start sooner, there were no
opposing forces to prevent a march deep into the
heart of France. As it was, in spite of the starva-
tion which stalked his land, the Great Monarch,
his glory now tarnished, had been able to rally
the French people. Villars, the only French
general whose career is comparable with that of
Marlborough or Eugene, had been put in com-
mand and by dint of push and bluff had gathered
an army of a sort behind him. He was able to
use it to man the defences which he constructed
to the west of the line of frontier fortresses. Lille
had fallen, but there still remained three power-
fully fortified towns - Ypres, Tournai and Mons.
Marlborough decided against the hazard of
attacking, the gaunt but grim and determined
French, army which held these new lines of La
Bassee south-west of Lille. Instead, after feinting
against Ypres, he laid siege to the town of Tournai,
which, after much deep sapping to avoid the mines,